
Plants behaving badly - in agriculture and the 

environment 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
I wish to register for the Weed Society of Victoria’s 

FOURTH VICTORIAN WEED CONFERENCE, 7-8 
October 2009 

Name: ……………………….....……….…….....…… 
Company: ………………..……...………..……...…... 
Address: ……………….………..………….….…..… 
………….…...…………..…… Postcode: …....……... 
Phone: ……..…….….…… Fax: ……………….…… 
Mobile……..……………………….….………...…… 
Email: …………………………….………….………. 
Preferred name for badge: ……….…...……...………. 

Include my name on the attendees’ list  

 �  YES   or   �  NO 

Vegetarian  �  YES  

Any special food requirements? 
…………………………………..……………… 

Attending both days �   

OR day 1 only �  (7th October) 

OR day 2 only �  (8th October) 
FEES (including lunches, teas & proceedings) (Please 
tick appropriate section) 

Students, pensioner (send copy of student, 
pensioner card)  $250.00 
Registration, WSV members $320.00 
Registration, Non-WSV members $370.00 
Single day  Half above costs 

Conference Dinner (tick if attending)�  
 $55.00 
PAYMENT after 31st August ADD $60.00 
Payment by cheque (payable to Weed Society of 
Victoria Inc.) enclosed    OR 

Charge my Mastercard  �  Visa   �    
Card No.: ………………………………..……. 
Expiry Date: …. /…… Amount: $..................... 
Signature: …………………………….….….... 
Cardholder’s Name: ………………………….. 
Please note: WSV is not registered to collect GST. 
ABN 15 496 325 152   Incorporation No. A0011723W 

Please send to: The Secretary, Weed Society of 
Victoria, PO Box 987, Frankston 3199 
Ph/fax 03 9576 2949 Email: secwssv@surf.net.au 

FOURTH VICTORIAN WEED CONFERENCE 
 

The aim of this series of conference is to provide 
information on the latest weed issues relevant to Victoria, 
particularly for those people who are unable to attend the 
Australian Weeds Conferences. 

 

VENUE 
Mercure Hotel Geelong. 
Corner Gheringhap & Myers Street, Geelong.  
Phone 03 5223 6200.  The Mercure Hotel Geelong is in 
the city centre, near Eastern Beach Waterfront, only a 
short distance to the Great Ocean Road and Avalon 
Airport. It has complimentary secure onsite car parking 
for conference attendees. 
 

From Tullamarine Airport turn left onto the Western 
Ring Road and take Princess Highway (Highway 
1).From Avalon Airport turn left onto Highway 1 to 
Geelong, then turn left from Latrobe Terrace into Myers 
Street. The hotel is located on the corner of Myers and 
Gheringhap Streets.  
 

ACCOMMODATION 
Accommodation can be booked directly with the Mercure. 
Or from - 
www.totaltravel.com.au/travel/vic/greatoceanroad/geelong/
directory/accommodation. 
Or from - www.greatoceanrd.org.au. 

Please note – the conference organizers will not be making 
accommodation arrangements for delegates. 
 

CONFERENCE DINNER 
A dinner will be held at the venue on the evening of 
Wednesday 7th October. Please book your place using the 
registration form attached. 
 

We would like to thank Dow AgroChemicals, the 
Department of Primary Industries and the Department of 
Sustainability and Environment for their sponsorship. 
 
 
The conference is sponsored by  
 
Dow AgroChemicals 
 
Department of Primary Industries 
 
Department of Sustainability & Environment 
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DAY 1  7 October 2009 
7.15-8.50 REGISTRATION 
 

8.50-9.00 Welcome 
 

Session 1 Keynote speakers 
9.00-9.40 Where are we going with weeds? John Thorp, 

John Thorp Australia. 
9.40-10.20 A new look at environmental weeds in Victoria. 

Geoff Carr, Ecology Australia, Melbourne. 
 

10.20-10.45 MORNING TEA 
 

Session 2 Weed impacts 
10.45-11.15 Climate change and weeds. Ian Mansergh, 

DSE, Melbourne.   
11.15-11.45 Whither the weeds under climate change? Jackie 

Steel, DPI, Frankston.  
11.45-12.15 Security in a changing world – a new bioscecurity 

approach for Victoria. John Burley, DPI, 
Melbourne. 

12.15-12.45 Impacts of Chilean needle grass on biodiversity in 
grasslands. Ian Faithfull, DPI, Frankston. 

 

12.45-13.45 LUNCH 
 

Session 3 Concurrent – Weed management 
13.45-14.10 Otways Eden: Collaborative weed management to 

protect biodiversity assets. Mark Doyle, DSE, 
Melbourne. 

14.10-14.35 Policy framework for invasive plants and animals. 

Nigel Ainsworth, DPI, Melbourne. 
14.35-15.00 The noxious weeds review. Ruth Myers, DPI, 

Melbourne & Ryan Melville, DPI, Geelong. 
15.00-15.25 Involving industry in managing weeds – processes 

and challenges. Kristy Roche et al., DPI, Bendigo. 
 

Session 4 Concurrent – Agriculture 
13.45-14.10 One new active ingredient - two new products for 

woody weed control in SE Australia. Greg Wells & 
Chris Love, Dow AgroChemicals, Melbourne. 

14.10-14.35 Two new herbicide with novel modes of action for 
cereal crops. John Ashby, Bayer CropScience, 
Melbourne. 

14.35-15.00 Regulatory framework for spray drift. Dave 
Loschke, APVMA, Canberra.   

15.00-15.25 Herbicide resistant weeds: Management options for 
Victorian producers. Mike Walsh, Birchip 
Cropping Group. 

 

15.25-15.50 AFTERNOON TEA 
 

Session 5 Concurrent – Invasive weeds 
15.50-16.10 Victorian Weeds of National Significance: What’s 

up with WoNS? Kelly Snell et al., DPI, Geelong. 

16.10-16.30 Do natural ecosystems benefit from the 
management of Weeds of National 

Significance? Louise Moran et al., CSIRO 
Entomology, Canberra. 

16.30-16.50 A Way Forward for Non-WoNS Priority Weeds. 
Deb Agnew, S. A. Arid Lands Natural 
Resources Management Board. 

16.50-17.10 Thirty years of white horse nettle Solanum 

elaeagnifolium on Eyre Peninsula. Iggy Honan, 
Eyre Peninsula Natural Resource Management 
Board. 

 

Session 6 Concurrent – A fresh approach 
15.50-16.10 Reducing badly behaving plants: Recent national 

research. Judy Lambert, Land & Water 
Australia. 

16.10-16.30 Effects of flupropanate on non-target species – 
glasshouse study. Charles Grech, DPI, Attwood. 

16.30-16.50 Serrated tussock resistance to flupropanate. David 
McLaren, DPI, Frankston. 

16.50-17.10 Removal of Chilean needle grass from roadsides 
using wick wiping. Colin Hocking, Victoria 
University, St. Albans. 

17.10-17.30 Integrated community action on weeds in South 
Gippsland. Belinda Brennan & Martin Chatfield, 
South Gippsland Landcare Network, Leongatha. 

 

19.00 CONFERENCE DINNER 

 Mercure Hotel Geelong. 
 
DAY 2 8 October 2009 

7.45-8.20 REGISTRATION 
8.20-8.25 Housekeeping 
 

Session 7 Invaders 
8.30-9.10 The spread and detection of weeds on Australian 

farms. Brian Sindel et al., UNE, Armidale.  
9.10-9.50 Invasive species: ecological principals and 

Hieracium invasion in Australia. Peter Espie, 
University of Otago, New Zealand. 

9.50-10.30 The aquatic Weeds of National Significance - 

current best practice and future directions. Andrew 

Petroeschevsky, NSW DPI, Grafton. 
 

10.30-11.00 MORNING TEA 
 

Session 8 Concurrent – Environment 
11.00-11.20 Weed management across landscapes: Engaging 

communities for optimal biodiversity outcomes. 
Michelle Aitkin, DSE, Melbourne. 

11.20-11.40 Good Neighbour Program: Managing weeds at the 
public/private land boundary. Virginia Harman, 
DSE, Melbourne. 

11.40-12.00 The seed ecology of invasive Hieracium species. 
Jenny Bear & Neil Williams, The University of 
Melbourne, Burnley Campus. 

12.00-12.20 Hawkweeds in the Alpine area. Greg Johnson, 
DPI, Wodonga. 

12.20-12.40 Results of a pilot study to quantify the distribution 
of Pinus radiata in bushland of the Green Triangle 
area. Melissa Herpich, Department of 
Environment and Heritage, SA. 

12.40-13.00 Controlling wind blown Lachnagrostis filiformis 

(fairy grass) seed heads in western Victoria. 
Andrew Warnock, University of Ballarat. 

 

Session 9 Concurrent – Declared Weeds 
11.00-11.20 An overview of Weed Alert. Neil Smith, DPI, 

Bacchus Marsh. 
11.20-11.40 An overview of where compliance has been used 

for State Prohibited Weeds. Stuart Lardner, DPI, 
Horsham. 

11.40-12.00 Weed Spotter Strategic Recruitment Plan and Weed 
Spotter Analysis report. Catherine McInerney, 
DPI, Geelong. 

12.00-12.20 State Prohibited Weeds (delimiting surveys and 
moving towards eradication). Fran Hausmann – 
DPI, Frankston. 

12.20-12.40 An overview of Mexican feather grass activities. 

Brendan Roughead, DPI, Ballarat. 
12.40-13.00 Blackberry control is more than Science: 

Understanding community engagement in pest 
management. Michael Reid, DPI, Wodonga, Lyn 
Coulston, Victorian Blackberry Taskforce & 
Brian Furze, La Trobe University. 

 

13.00-14.00 LUNCH 
 

14.00-14.15 Poster session 
 

Session 10 Concurrent – Municipal matters 
14.20-14.40  This session will examine the difficulties 

increasingly confronting municipal & DPI staff in 
managing pest plants on public & private land. 

Two key facets to be explored: 

• When good neighbours aren’t – mounting prosecutions  

• Funding challenges through the rate rebate system 
A brief forum to be held following the presentations. 
 

Session 11 Concurrent – Aquatic weeds 
14.20-14.40  Utilising drawdowns to suppress submerged aquatic 

weeds. Tony Dugdale, DPI, Werribee. 
14.40-15.00  Alternatives to chemical control of alligator weed, 

Alternanthera philoxeroides. Trevor Hunt, Dan 
Clements, DPI, Frankston. 

15.00-15.20 The use of autonomous systems and machine 
learning algorithms for terrestrial and aquatic weed 
detection. Salah Sukkarieh, University of Sydney. 

15.20-15.50 Impact of herbicide on alligator weed fragmentation 
and fragment viability in aquatic situations. Daniel 
Clements, DPI, Frankston. 

 
15.50-16.15 DISCUSSION & CLOSE  


