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The WoNS program coordinates the national 
effort against 20 of Australia’s worst invasive 
plants. These weeds have degraded large 
portions of Australia’s natural and productive 
landscape and require action at a national 
level to reduce their impacts. 

A national strategy for each WoNS specifies 
actions to better manage the weed. 
Coordination of these strategies at a national 
level is important to encourage consistent 
management across states, improve the links 
from research to on-ground control, and 
consolidate commitments from a wide range 
of stakeholders. Each strategy is endorsed by 
the Natural Resource Management 
Ministerial Council; the Australian Weeds 
Committee oversees implementation.

Each of the WoNS programs is managed by a 
national management committee, made up 
of government, industry and community 
representatives and facilitated by a national 
coordinator. 

In 2008 the Australian Weeds Committee 
initiated a review of all WoNs which will 
determine the degree of future coordination 
required. Plans are in place to call for 
nominations for new WoNs species and their 
assessment.

In 2009 the National Resource Management 
Ministerial Council endorsed the 
continuation of the programme subject to 
funding availability.

The assessment process to select the WoNS 
commenced in 1997 and all states and 
territories agreed to the final 20 in early 
2000. The assessment process was 
transparent and fully endorsed by all the 
relevant ministers for the environment, 
primary industries and forestry across 
Australia. Each strategy is evaluated after five 
years of implementation, at which time 
future directions are determined.

The Australian Government initiated 
program funding with commitments from 
state agencies and collaborative 
arrangements with other stakeholders. 

The WoNS program has benefited 		
Australia by:

• raising each species’ profile and 
awareness of its impacts and ecology

• increasing accessibility to information 
about the weed, including best 
management practices

• achieving national distribution mapping 
and identification of containment lines
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• strengthening networks and dialogue 
at all levels to increase the sharing of 
information, experiences, resources and 
regulatory consistency 

• developing ownership of pest 
management issues and increasing 
political understanding of the weeds 
issue

• improving linkages between research 
and on-ground management to improve 
the effectiveness of weed control 
methods and solutions to problems

• increasing the resources devoted to 
weeds from state and local government, 
industry and community.

The focus on WoNS has led to broad 
changes in weed management from all states 
and territories to provide a more consistent 
national effort.

For more information contact:
John Thorp — National Weeds Management Facilitator 
p	 03 6344 9657 
e	 jthorp@jta.com.au 

Key to Species National Management Maps


	Index and Introduction
	Alligator Weed

	Athel Pine
	Bitou Bush

	Blackberry
	Boneseed
	Bridal Creeper
	Cabomba
	Chilean Needle Grass

	Gorse
	Hymenachne

	Lantana
	Mesquite
	Mimosa
	Parkinsonia

	Parthenium

	Pond Apple

	Prickly Acacia
	Rubber Vine
	Salvinia

	Serrated Tussock
	Willows



