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Foreword
Lantana camara has been a weed in Australia for 160 years, and has unfortunately become a part of the landscape in much of
eastern Australia. It has been recognised as a Weed of National Significance because of the major threat it poses to primary
production, biodiversity, ecotourism, and recreation in some of the richest regions of Australia. The lantana problem is complex,
and could become more so with further hybridisation of weedy and ornamental varieties.

A concerted effort is required for the control of this major weed. A re-evaluation of attitudes to lantana, integration of control
methods, nationally coordinated management, and continued diligence are necessary to prevent worsening of the lantana
problem and potential future spread.

This manual is the first to assemble current knowledge and practice from the range of landholders and communities affected by
lantana. By encouraging an integrated approach to control and highlighting needs for further information, it will assist in
attaining best practice management.

I commend all those involved in the production of this manual for their valuable input.

Bruce Wilson
Director
Land Protection
Department of Natural Resources, Mines and Energy
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Using the manual
Where does the information come from?
The information in this manual is compiled from a survey of field practices, reviews by technical experts and previously
published information. Comments by landholders about their experiences with managing lantana are included throughout.
The final section, ‘Further information' contains results from the national lantana survey and other reference material including
the quick reference table for lantana control methods—a summarised guide to the range of available control methods.

As the strategies for lantana control described here have not been trialled in all relevant land-use situations, this manual
cannot be considered the final word in best practice. Many opportunities exist for further research in the pursuit of best
practice knowledge.

The manual is designed to meet the needs of many readers by providing information that is most relevant to a variety of
land-use situations.

‘The lantana profile’ gives information about the weed itself, its physical characteristics and its distribution. Reference and
other factual material is provided in the final section, ‘Further information’. The main body of the manual is divided into three
sections:

Section 1: Managing lantana in different situations
Use this section to decide which lantana control methods are appropriate for your land-use situation.

Section 1 describes how lantana affects different land-use situations (for example, pastures and natural ecosystems), and which
control methods are feasible, suitable and acceptable in each case. The choice of methods to control lantana should be
closely aligned with the present or desired use of the site or property.

Section 2: Control methods
Refer to this section for instructions on how to carry out a particular method.

Section 2 describes each control method in detail. These have different effects, and can be used at different stages of control
and in different combinations to meet many goals.

‘we hand weed in areas where lantana is intertwined with good shrubs and trees, we spray herbicide in areas where
there is only lantana, and we use a bobcat on the flat areas.’ (Landholder, Brookfield, Qld)

‘we hand pull when soil moisture is high, use a mattock when soil moisture is lower or the plants are large, do basal
bark spraying in rocky outcrop areas, spray foliage in areas the dozer can’t get to without damaging trees, and bulldoze
in low, open areas with dense infestations.’ (Landholder, Giru, Qld)

Section 3: Planning a control strategy
Use this section to develop a strategy based on prioritising and goal setting, which moves through the stages of treatment,
follow-up, revegetation and monitoring.

Section 3 explains the importance of planning, realistic goal setting, and staged and integrated control, giving examples and
tips to help you develop an effective strategy for your situation.
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