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Foreword

Mimosa pigra is a Weed of National Significance
with the ability to alter entire landscapes. Its
spread throughout the Top End of the Northern
Territory poses a great threat to the wetlands of
that region. Perhaps of greatest concern is that
mimosa has the potential to spread throughout
the wetlands of north Australia. These wetlands
are internationally recognised for their abundance
of wildlife and provide an important place

for fishing, hunting and traditional cultural
activities. Mimosa also poses a great threat to
the productivity of the pastoral and agricultural
industries. Preventing the introduction and
spread of this weed to other areas is of highest
priority.

Once established, Mimosa pigra can be difficult
to remove and a long-term commitment is
required. However, this manual demonstrates
that, with proper planning and the right tools,
Mimosa pigra can be managed successfully.

It will help you to identify and control mimosa
as well as guide your management plan, along
with advice from your local weed management
agency.

The National Mimosa Management Committee
is working to ensure all landholders are able

to recognise and control this pest so that the
wetlands of north Australia continue to thrive.

| encourage you to read and refer to this manual
in all your land management activities.

At

J.B. Forwood AM
Chairman
National Mimosa Management Committee



Contents

g Lo U Tt 1o o PSSP 6
1. Biology, distribution and impacts ... ———————— 7
LI B =TTl o o] o [P PUPPRR 8
1.2 Reproduction and SPread ........ccoiiiiiiiiii e 9
1.3 DISEIDUTION .o 11
IR 0 T o = £ SR 13
2. ManNagiNng MIMIOSA ...cieeeuuirirmmusirinnmsssrnnmsssrrrnmssssrrsmsssrrsmsssssrsmsssssrnmssssssnnnsssssnnnsssssnnnnssnns 15
2.1 BETOIE YOU STAM ...t 16
2.2 Preventing introduction and SPread ...........oooiiiiiiiiiii e 17
2.3 HEIDICIAES ...t 23
2.4 MechaniCal ClEAIING ....oouiii i 30
2. Il oo e, 31
2.6 Biological CONTIOL ..o 32
2.7 REVEGETATION ..o 34
2.8 FOHOW UP CONTIOL .o, 34
2.9 Best practice [and ManagemeNnt .........oooiiiiiiiii i 34
3. Choosing a control Program ..........ccceececiimmmmeiimmmmesmrnessrrnasr s rrass s rsasssssssnnsssee 35
3.1 AS5esS the INFESTAtION ...oiiiii e 36
3.2 Assess the resources available ... 36
3.3 EStablish ODJECHIVES ..o 36
3.4 Choose CONrOl METNOAS .......iiiiiiii e 37
3.5 Mimosa management plan teMPIAtes ........ccoiiiiiiiiii e 39
L =T I U T | 41
4.1 Case Study 1: Kakadu National Park, NT ..o, 42
4.2 Case Study 2: Malak Malak Land Trust, NT ......oooiiiiiii e, 44
4.3 Case Study 3: Peter Faust Dam, QLD ......cooviiiiiiiiee e, 48
4.4 Case Study 4: Twin Hill Station, NT ..o 50
4.5 Case Study 5: Adelaide River, NT o, 53
5. Further information ... ———— 57
5.1 What prickle bush is that? ... 58
5.2 National legislative status of MIMOSA ........c.ooooiiiiiii e, 59
5.3 RESOUITES .ttt e e oottt et e e 62
5.4 RETEIBNCES ..o 62

5.5 Biocontrol agent identiKit ..........ooiiiiiiiiii e 64



Introduction

Mimosa pigra is a Weed of National Significance
declared in the Northern Territory, Queensland
and Western Australia as a weed of highest
priority for prevention of introduction and
spread. Mimosa can grow in wet areas on the
banks of rivers, coastal plains and floodplains.

Since it was introduced from tropical America to
the Darwin Botanic Gardens in the late 1800s,
mimosa has spread throughout many of the
Northern Territory’s major catchments. Mimosa
infestations in Australia are currently restricted
to the Northern Territory and one dam near
Proserpine, Queensland. However, it threatens to
spread across the entire wetlands, coastal plains
and river systems of northern Australia.

Northern Australia hosts some of the most intact
wetland systems in the world, including several
internationally significant Ramsar wetlands.
Wetlands play an extremely important role in
regulating nutrient and water cycles, providing
habitat and food and are an important part of
both Indigenous and non-Indigenous culture by
providing a place for fishing, hunting and cultural
activities.

Mimosa can reduce wetland habitat by
outcompeting native vegetation, reducing

the productivity of pastoral land and blocking
the access to wetland areas by forming dense
impenetrable stands with little or no understorey.
It is recognised as a key threat to biodiversity,
traditional land use, recreational activities, the
sustainability of agriculture and tourism.

With each mature plant capable of producing
hundreds of thousands of seeds, mimosa is
able to spread incredibly fast. Seeds can float
in waterways and floodwaters during the wet
season. An infestation can double in size in just
one year.

Early control is critical to preventing spread as

it is difficult to eradicate once fully established.
Mimosa seeds remain viable for many years, so
follow up treatment requires constant vigilance
and a long-term commitment to management.
However, the benefits of implementing a proper
mimosa control plan far outweigh the costs.

This manual is designed to help you make
informed decisions about how to plan and carry
out your mimosa control program. It is also
designed so that landholders without significant
mimosa infestations know how to recognise,
monitor and prevent the establishment of
mimosa on their land. This is very important as
mimosa is able to spread long distances from any
infestation with the aid of vehicles, boats and
animals.

A national approach

There is a national urgency to prevent mimosa
spreading from the Northern Territory to Western
Australia and Queensland. This manual is
consistent with the Mimosa (Mimosa pigra)
Weeds of National Significance National Strategy
(2001)" which includes four integrated programs:

e Information and Education
* Prevention of Spread

e Research and Development
* Impact Reduction

The Mimosa strategy is consistent with the
Australian Weeds Strategy (2006)?, which
guides the management of Weeds of National
Significance such as mimosa. The strategy
emphasises early intervention and a coordinated
and integrated approach to controlling weeds.
The Mimosa Strategy is overseen by the National
Mimosa Management Committee.

For more information about Mimosa pigra or any
other Weed of National Significance, visit
www.weeds.org.au.



