


Will native seedlings grow through
lantana?

Eucalypt seedlings require more light to germinate
and grow than is usually available underneath lantana
thickets so heavy understoreys of lantana can retard
forest regeneration. On the other hand, seedlings of
rainforest species can grow through lantana thickets,
establishing canopy that shades lantana and reduces
its viability.®

Native seedlings can germinate in mulched stems of lantana.

The emergence of healthy native rainforest trees

from beneath lantana thickets depends on the
viability of the native seed bank, the age of the
lantana thicket, and the degree of disturbance that
allowed the initial establishment of lantana.?®5¢5%63.¢4
In most situations, removing lantana will enable faster
and more successful natural regeneration, as many
native rainforest seedlings are found beneath most
lantana thickets.®

Lantana Best Practice Manual and Decision Support Tool

Waterways

Lantana often thrives along watercourses. Though
water is not thought to be a major dispersal agent

of lantana seed, controlling these infestations is
important for the health of riparian ecosystems, and to
prevent reinfestation of other areas. On grazing land
and in natural ecosystems, watercourses should be
buffered by healthy riparian vegetation.

Lantana should be removed in stages, in order

to prevent stream bank erosion, and to allow for
revegetation with appropriate riparian species. This
will help prevent further weed infestation and improve
the health of the watercourse.

Mechanical and manual control

e Some mechanical controls are acceptable along
watercourses, as long as disturbances to stream
banks and beds are minimised and destruction of
native vegetation is avoided.

e Hand grubbing is effective for small areas of lantana
infestation and will cause less off-target damage and
bank erosion issues than mechanical control.

Use of chemicals

e Herbicide use can be beneficial because it allows
the dead stump and roots to remain in the ground,
providing bank stability until other vegetation can
re-establish.

e Only use herbicides that are registered for use near
water bodies.

e Use low volume herbicide application methods to
avoid contamination of water bodies.




Things to avoid

e Do not allow stock to trample lantana along
watercourses. This will result in bank disturbance.

e Do not use fire to control lantana along
watercourses. This will damage other native species
and leave bare patches prone to erosion.

e Do not mix surfactants with herbicides registered
for use near water bodies as this will counteract
the components that make the herbicide safe for
aquatic species.

e Attempt to limit the amount of leaf foliage that falls
into pooled water as this will reduce the chances of
fish kills due to oxygen depletion as the vegetative
matter decomposes.

Creekbed infestation—Lane Cove National Park,
New South Wales.

Steep inaccessible areas

Difficulty of access and the risk of erosion usually
prevents the use of mechanical methods in these
areas. Teams of workers can successfully carry out
manual control and/or use low-volume herbicide
application methods such as cut stump, basal barking
or foliar spray using a splatter gun. Traditional foliar
spraying (knapsack spot spraying or line spraying,
using a hand-held spray gun on a retractable hose)
can be viable if access allows. Biological control
agents are also often relied upon to reduce the density
and vigour of infestations although current agents
cannot control lantana alone.

Infestation in steep country—Atherton Tablelands,
Queensland.

Other methods

e Trampling by stock can reduce the height and
density of infestations. Follow-up treatments, such
as foliar spraying using a retractable hose and hand
gun or knapsack, are necessary to do more than
suppress the infestation.

e Fire can be a useful control method if native
species are fire tolerant and local ground cover
species grow rapidly enough to prevent erosion.

e On steep roadside embankments, fire, side slashing
and spraying from vehicles are useful options.

Regulations

Currently there are many pieces of legislation, both state
and local, that need to be considered when controlling
lantana. Some of these may require land managers

to control, suppress or prevent the spread of lantana.
Other legislation or policy will limit some methods of
control in areas of sensitive vegetation or when risk to
property or livestock is high. Refer to Appendix 5 for
further information on relevant legislation and codes.
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