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Chapter 3

Choosing a gorse control
program for your situation

Develop a gorse control program based on the
type of land or infestation you need to treat
and the options you have available to you.This
chapter has been divided into sections detailing
your choices of gorse control programs for
different situations.

Before you follow any of these programs it is

important that you:

1. Develop a five year gorse control plan (refer to
section 2.4 for detailed instructions)

2. Work out your primary control and follow-up
methods

3. Preventfurther seed spread (refer to section 2.5).

3.1 Steep or stony pasture

Use the flowchart for steep or stony pasture to
work out a gorse control program. Follow the
steps in the flowchart in the sequence that they
are written down.Remember these key points
when controlling gorse on steep or stony pasture:

e Prevent further seed spread

e Wait at least 12 months before burning
sprayed gorse

e Heavy stocking will improve results

e Sowing pasture and fertilising improves
results

e Use local/expert knowledge when
establishing pasture

e Follow-up treatment of gorse regrowth and
seedlings is essential.

Refer to the case study in section 4.3 where a
gorse infestation on stony pasture was effectively
dealt with.

3.2 Arable pasture

If you plan to control gorse in arable pasture, use
the arable pasture flowchart to work out a gorse
control program for your site. Follow the steps

in the flowchart in the sequence that they are
written down. Observe these key points when
controlling gorse in arable pasture:

e Prevent further seed spread
Wait at least 12 months before burning
sprayed gorse

e Heavy stocking will improve results

e Sowing pasture and fertilising improves
results

e Use local/expert knowledge when
establishing pasture

e Follow-up treatment of gorse regrowth and
seedlings is essential.

Refer to case studies that effectively dealt with
gorse infestations in these conditions: sections
4.1,4.2 and 4.4.

3.3 Native vegetation

The flowchart for native vegetation outlines some
gorse control programs for infested bush. Follow
the steps in the flowchart in the sequence that
they are written down. Key points for controlling
gorse in native vegetation are:

e Prevent further seed spread
e Exclude fire from the area
e Avoid all soil disturbance

e Be careful when using herbicides around
stringy bark/messmate - these plants are very
sensitive to herbicides

e Follow-up treatment of gorse regrowth and
seedlings is essential.

Refer to case studies that effectively dealt with
gorse infestation in these conditions: section 4.6
and 4.7.
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3.4 Riparian zones

If you plan to control gorse on stream banks, use
the riparian zone flowchart to work out a gorse
control program suited to your site. Follow the
steps in the flowchart in the sequence that they
are written down. Observe these key points when
controlling gorse in riparian zones:

e Seek expert advice - (Primary Industry staff
and Riparian Habitat Management Guide,
availablefrom http://www.weedscrc.org.au/
documents/hmg_riparian.pdf.

e Prevent further seed spread

e Check if your state or region requires you
to have a permit before working on stream
banks (see Section 5.9)

e Maintain good vegetative cover. Erosion is
much harder to control than gorse

e Only use herbicides registered for use around
waterways

e  Work from upstream to downstream’

e Work on a manageable section at a time, not
on large continuous sections’

e Avoid spring or summer works to protect
habitat

e See section 5.8 for guidelines for using
herbicides in riparian zones

e Follow-up treatment of gorse regrowth and
seedlings is essential.

Refer to case studies that effectively dealt with
gorse infestation in these conditions: Section 4.8
and 4.9.

Don't take on more than you can follow-up.
Break the work into manageable sections

References
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Steep or stony pasture

Scattered

Primary control

Choose a method YES infestation or less NO Choose a method
e il === than10mx10m area ~ >====== el it (it 1
] 1 of large plants? ! 1 '
I 1 1
] 1 ! 1 |
1 1 ! 1 .
1 1 " ! 1
v 1 i ) 1
i 1
) 1 ! 1 v
Cut .m:a paint v v v
(Section 2.10.6) s B Introduce bio-
pray > >urn Aerial spray control agents
v (Section 2.10) (Section 2.12) (Soction 2 16)
Pile plants on
cut stumps
YES ) YES
— p| Wait12months | | Wait 12 months  fg
for roots to die
NO + NO
\ 4

Monitor and spray
regrowth and/or
seedlings

Broadcast sow pasture grasses, apply fertiliser, stock heavily to stir in seeds then allow pasture to estal Maintain grazing

v (Section 2.10)

Circle flock of sheep to trample gorse seedlings, graze heavily when grass is established ﬁ
Let gorse break

« down and grass

Follow-up method

re-establish
Monitor and spray regrowth and/or seedlings (takes up to five
(Section 2.10) years)

Result

_ |
v

Maintain grazing and spot-spray seedlings with selective herbicide at 12 to 18 month intervals

v v

Probable reduced mass ,
Long term eradication spread and flowering of
gorse
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Arable pasture

Scattered

infestation or less NO Choose a method
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o e ’ ’ (Section 2.8) (Section 2.8) (Section 2.8) control agents
(3] v v (Section 2.16)
W Pile plants on Spray
cut stumps Section 2.10
£
=
o
YES Is there
NO YES NO risk of NO
erosion?
Seek
professional y
U9 Doze access YES advice. NO YES
tracks at 10 m . Maintain grazing
Wait minimum intervals ,“Mw_“ﬁwmﬁwshwm y
12 months for (Section 2.8) Let gorse break
- roots to die I 4 % down and grass Windrow and
be) & re-establish burn
< Spray regrowth Burn (takes up to five (Section 2.12)
° Burn (Section 2.10) (Section 2.12) years)
1S (Section 2.12) ﬁ _ _
g v % M v
2
o > Maintain grazing and spot-spray regrowth and/or seedlings with selective herbicide at 12 to 18 month intervals
©
('8 | Preferred |
3 Y
S Cultivate normally, follow Sow Wait for pasture to
e ; Y, 10 »| pasture/grasses P establish, then circle stock [—¥% Graze heavily
IS with two years cropping e )
3 and fertilise to trample gorse seedlings
5| |
M v
Monitor and spray seedlings at 12 to 18 month intervals _
' :

Probable reduced mass,
Long term eradication spread and flowering of
gorse

Result




Primary control

Follow-up
method

Result

Site access
YES

Native vegetation

very
restricted?

Is there

does gorse provide
habitat?

Is there
vehicular
access?

NO YES

Sensitive
native vegetation?

native ground cover, or

Cut and paint large plants

habitat replacement
plan.

Cut m:m paint
large plants
(Section 2.10.6)

Introduce bio-
control agents

A Groom around (Section 2.16)
(Section 2.10.6) edges %
or carefully spot spray (Section 2.8)
(case study 4.1) Hand-pull
seedlings
4 i v
. ] Exclude all
Pile plants on Pile plants on disturbance and
cut stumps cut stumps fire for at least 25
years
\ 4
1. Monitor and hand-pull or spray regrowth and/or seedlings at 12-18 month intervals. L v
2. Prepare post fire treatment plan to spray regenerating gorse after fire event. ™ | YES Fire event?
v
Wait at least two years before replanting local provenance plants or allowing regeneration. Consider NO

revegetation / reha

tation plan.

v

Monitor and hand-pull or spray seedlings at 12-18 month intervals. Particularly after fire event.

v

Long term eradication

Probable reduced mass
and flowering of gorse
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Primary control

Follow-up

Result

Is there
risk of
erosion?

NO

YES

Site access

YES
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Riparian zones

Seek

professional
advice

very
restricted?

NO

Is there Is gorse
. overhanging or YES
<m:_oc_m_w adjacent to
access? water?
NO NO
& A 4 \ 4
Cut and paint Mulch, groom or crush with care to Cut and paint Introduce and
_Mq mm: _Mwﬁ_m Is site prevent erosion or destabilise bank large plants maintain bio-
S gep flooded at (Section 2.8) (Section 2.10.6) control agents
(Section 2.10.6) NO YES Section 2.1
least once a & (Section 2.16)
& year?
Hand-pull Im:a..vc__
seedlings Spray with Spray regrowth with Spray regrowth with seedlings
registered Glyphosate or Triclopyr Glyphosate
% Herbicide herbicide herbicide &L
- (Section 2.10) Section 2.10
Pile plants on (Section 2.10) ( ) Pile plants on
cut stumps cut stumps
F A4 \ 4 %
.M Maintain site, replant as soon as practicable with local provenance plants or other suitable plant cover./
=
m v
Monitor and hand-pull or spray seedlings at 12-18 month intervals
y \ 4

Probable reduced mass

Long term eradication and flowering of gorse
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Gorse biological control research
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