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Potential range of gorse across Australia  
based on climate 

Current gorse distribution across Australia

Impacts 

1.10 Impacts of gorse 
Gorse impacts on a wide range of values in  
Australia. The annual cost of gorse management 
to agriculture and forest industries across 
Australia was estimated at $7 million in 2000.40 

The ongoing financial impact of failure to control 
gorse in the 800,000-hectare Victorian Central 
Highlands was estimated at $7 million in tangible 
and intangible costs over five years in 1999.35 

Fire hazard
Living gorse is highly flammable, retains dead 
vegetation in its canopy, contains flammable oils 
and has a high surface area to volume ratio.42 

Dense gorse patches increase the risk of wildfire 
and are a particular hazard near buildings, 
infrastructure, along fence lines and in utility 
easements.11,16,35,43,44 

Gorse is highly flammable and is a hazard near  
buildings and infrastructure 
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Community values, recreation and 
amenities 
Gorse restricts recreation opportunities and 
access to the land.35,45 It also reduces the natural 
attraction and value of landscapes and detracts 
from their natural condition, particularly in 
wilderness or pastoral areas where it has a 
“foreign” appearance.35,45 

Grazing/cropping 
Gorse significantly reduces carrying capacity.  
It is a major agricultural weed in Tasmania, 
parts of South Australia and Victoria. It invades 
native, semi-improved and improved pasture 
and neglected cropping land. Dense infestations 
exclude all other plants. Gorse blocks access 
and prevents movement of stock. Further, the 
weed imposes heavy control costs on land 
managers.1,11,16,35,46 The annual economic impact 
of gorse on agriculture across Australia was 
valued at $3.6 million in 2000.40 

Gorse reduces carrying capacity 

Heavy gorse covers 30,000 hectares of the 
Tasmanian Midlands, mainly on sheep pasture, 
where annual production losses were at least  
$1 million in 2002.43 Gorse is unpalatable to cattle 
and only new growth is palatable to sheep and 
horses. Mature gorse is eaten by goats. 

Harbour for feral/pest animals
Gorse thickets provide shelter or habitat for 
rabbits, feral cats, house mice and foxes.1,11,16,35,43,44 

Land values 
In 1999 it was estimated that gorse reduced 
the value of agricultural land by $220/ha in the 
Victorian Central Highlands.35 

Forest management
Infestation by gorse reduces forestry profitability.  
Gorse interferes with establishment, competes 
with tree seedlings, restricts operational access, 
imposes cost for its control and is a major fire 
hazard.11,35 In South Australia competition 
between gorse and seedling trees is the most 
important impact on plantations.49The annual 
cost of gorse to forest production across Australia 
was valued at $3.4 million in 2000.40 

Native vegetation
Gorse invades native vegetation, where it reduces 
floral diversity and alters fire behaviour.35 Many 
native plant communities are vulnerable. In 
Victoria dry coastal vegetation, heathland and 
heathy woodland, lowland grassland and grassy 
woodland, dry and damp sclerophyll forest 
and riparian and rock outcrop vegetation are 
vulnerable to infestation.48  Nine threatened Plant 
species are affected by gorse in Tasmania: Acacia 
Axillaris (midlands wattle), Callitris oblonga (South 
Esk pine), Epacris apsleyensis (Apsley heath), 
Prasophyllum tunbridgense (Tunbridge leaf 
orchid), Stonesiella selaginoides (clubmoss bush-
pea), Spyridium Lawrencei (small-leaf Spyridium) 
Hibbertia basaltica, Bertya tasmaniaca and 
Pterostylis ziegeleri.49
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Gorse invades native vegetation, 
Schouten Island, Tasmania 
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In Tasmania vegetation ranging from lowland 
grassland, through dry and wet eucalypt forests, 
to buttongrass moorland is vulnerable to invasion, 
particularly after disturbance. In some places gorse 
excludes all native ground cover under the forest 
canopy. It also infests wetlands recognised by the 
Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia and 
Ramsar (internationally). 

Roadsides
Roadside gorse is a particular threat because it: 

•	  �displaces threatened native vegetation in 
roadside remnants 

• 	 is a fire hazard and potential ignition point 

• 	 reduces visibility for motorists. 

The cost of controlling dense roadside gorse 
infestations in 2006 was around $1250/km.50 

Gorse reduces visibility on roadsides. 
Before and after roadside grooming, 

Buninyong, Victoria 

Environmental/other services
Gorse has value as shelter for stock and it 
contains stock where fences have not been 
maintained.1,11,35 Extracts from gorse seed have 
widespread use in medical research (e.g. 51,52). 
Gorse pollen is important to bees in autumn, 
late winter and early spring, when little else is 
flowering.53,54 

In areas with little native understorey, gorse 
provides shelter for native animals. In the 
Tasmanian Midlands gorse understorey maintains 
bird diversity in forests by preventing invasion by 
the noisy miner55,56 and provides ground cover 
for small mammals including the nationally 
vulnerable eastern barred bandicoot.57 (See 
section 2.7 on how to reduce the impact of 
gorse control on native animals.) Gorse becomes 
established in degraded areas and prevents 
erosion in the absence of other vegetation.1,11,58 

In most situations, the benefits of controlling 
gorse far outweigh the costs involved with its 
removal. 
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Prospect, Tasmania.

Gorse infestation in  pasture 
Breadalbane Tasmania. 
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