Field guide for the identification of WA blackberry

Rubus anglocandicangcommon blackberry)
Previously referred to a@. chloocladusR. discolourR. ulmifoliushybrids,R. fruticosusor R. procerus

Originally from Europe and susceptible to the Ristagmidium violaceum.

Canes long and arching, canes at non-floweringegaigmocanes) often tip-root.

Flowers white but may have a pink tinge in buddfter treatment with herbicides).
Flowers produced December-January in WA.

Leaves have 3-5 leaflets, terminal leaflets 4-11ang |

Non-terminal leaflets (mostly) arise from a comnspot (ie. palmate).

Underside of (most) leaves “white” compared to &reupper side.

Numerous fruit (can be 100 per tip). Inflorescenagrowly pyramidal to broadly cylindrical.

Rubus ulmifolius(small leaf blackberry)

Originally from Europe. Partially susceptibleRbragmidium violaceum.
Canes arching. Occurs along river edge but alsaganounds in pasture.
There is a thornless variety.

Flowers pink at all stages. Produced December-Jamu&VA.

Leaves have 3-5 leaflets, terminal leaflets 4-8 angl

Non-terminal leaflets (mostly) arise from a comnspot (ie. palmate).
Underside of (most) leaves “white” compared to &greupper side.
Inflorescence compact cylindrical.

Rubus laudatugearly blackberry in WA)

Previously referred to &. bellobatusR. fruticosusandR. aff. selmeri

Originally from North America. Completely resistantPhragmidium violaceum.

Canes long and arching. Occurs mainly along rideee

Flowers pure-white (no pink tinges). Produced Septr-November in WA.

Leaves have 3-5 leaflets, palmate. Terminal leafleis2 cm long.

Underside of (most) leaves “green” and similar pper side.

Inflorescence a series of short, 5-20cm stems fearfhaxils of cane. Each has 3-12 flowers.
With hand lens- can see red glandular hairs (ldakred dots) on cane’s surface.
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R. anglocandicans
R. laudatus

R. loganobaccus
R. idaeus

Western Australia has only a few weedy and no aatl'_l
Rubusspecies. This is known because in 2004/5 a |
scale herbarium collection of blackberry w.
undertaken by Commonwealth Scientific and Indulstri
Research Organisation (CSIRO), Department

Agriculture and Food WA (DAFWA) and Departmel

—. U

-

of Environment and Conservation (DEC) officers |t Wagno
determine the overall distribution and incidence |(

weedy blackberry taxa in Western Australia, and

identify new incursions. The results from this syv| Manjimup

are summarized in Figure 1 [which was created frp i garker

results in Batchelor K.L., McFarlane, T.D., MoodeH.
and J.K. Scott(in Prep). Distribution of weedy & s

Alban
&

blackberry species in Western Australia — taxonof§g 1. Current and confirmed distribution

and implications for management]. weedyRubusspecies in WA.

In WA, only Rubus anglocandicapnsand to a lesser extermR. ulmifolius are
susceptible to the blackberry rust. All 3 are oradly from Europe. The following
species all not susceptible to the blackberry sl will require herbicides or
physical methods to controlRubus laudatus(an American blackberry)R.
loganobaccugloganberry) andR. idaeugraspberry).

Table 1: summary of features that can be usedparate the weedubusof WA
[using criteria listed in Barker, R.M. and W.R. Bar (2005). Blackberry: an
identification tool to introduced and natifRibusin Australia. Edn 1.00 CD-
ROM, Adelaide, State Herbarium of South Australia.]

WeedyRubusSpecies | Sucept.tq Flower Angled& Stout Red gland$ Leaf**
(BB=blackberry) rust? colour grooved recurved | on canes| shape&
stem * thorns colour
R. anglocandicans yes white iff yes yes no palmate
(common BB) open G/W
R. ulmifolius partly pink yes yes no palmiate
(small leaf BB) G/W
R. ulmifolius var partly pink yes no no palmpte
anoplothyrsifghornless G/W
R. laudatus no white yes yes yes palmpte
(early BB) G/IG
R. loganobaccus no white slight no no pinnate
(loganberry) G/IG
R. roribaccdewberry) no white if dried nq np pajmate
G/G
R. idaeus no white no no no palmatg
(raspberry) +fruit GIY
hollow

* cross sections of some stems look angledwaet(tikeca starfish or star shape). Raspbergreterand in cross section.
**leaf colour for upper/lower surface (G=grdete Wgrey), Y=yellow).

Palmate = when more than 3 leaflets in aésak@lthe top one) arise from a common speffifigers from your palm).
Pinnate = when more than 3 leaflets in ddedibtal(except the top one) are joined in pairs.
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