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© The State of Victoria, Department of Primary Industries, 2009. 
This publication is copyright. No part may be reproduced by any process except in accordance with 
the provisions of the Copyright Act 1968. 
 
Printed by DPI Attwood 
 
For further information, visit the DPI Website at http://www.dpi.vic.gov.au 
or contact the DPI Customer Service Centre on 136 186 
 
Disclaimer 
This publication may be of assistance to you but the State of Victoria and its employees do 
not guarantee that the publication is without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate for your 
particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any error, loss or other consequence 
which may arise from you relying on any information in this publication. 
The herbicide trial interim results provided in this publication are intended as a source of information only and 
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Hypothesis/basis 
It has been observed that the seeds of Chilean needle grass may be spread by the 
use of machinery slashing roadsides infested with this weed.  Modification of 
slashers by the addition of a cover or deck fans which can prevent seeds and/or 
seed heads settling on the top of the slasher appears to be effective.  Comparing 
the relative effectiveness of each type of slasher modification can provide 
information to assist with the choice of a suitable modification type, depending on 
the user’s needs and/or budget. 
 
 
Aim 
To evaluate the effectiveness of slasher cover comp ared to uncovered 
slasher and the use of a slasher fan. 
 
 
Trial layout/Setup 
Field trial at ‘The Elms’ 
7ft Howard 3pl slashers (field operating speed) 
 Supplied by Hume City Council Parks Dept. 
 Supplied by Macedon Ranges Shire Council (c/o Hume Turf) 
4 reps (randomised block) of 5m wide x 100m long slashing lanes.  
 
 
Treatments 

1. no cover & no fan  
2. slasher cover 
3. slasher fan (on whilst operating) 

 
Data collection   
Collect and quantify all trash from deck of slasher after working at operating 
conditions in Chilean needle grass infested pasture. 

Sweep and catch using tarps and then bag for weighing/sorting 
 To be done after each lane has been cut for each slasher 

Slasher cover 
comparison trial 
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