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This manual is sponsored by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry.

This manual is intended to provide information only on the subject matter under review. It is not intended to, nor does it constitute, expert
advice. Readers are warned against relying solely on the information contained in this manual. Further professional advice should be
sought before acting on any of the information supplied in this manual.

While all care has been taken in the preparation of this manual, neither the Crown in right of Tasmania, the Department of Primary
Industries and Water, nor their officers or staff (collectively “the State”) accept any responsibility for any loss or damage that may result from
any inaccuracy or omission in the information contained in this manual. Readers rely upon all information contained in the manual entirely
at their own risk.

The State provides no form of warranty, guarantee or endorsement about, and accepts no responsibility for:
(a) the effectiveness or otherwise of any control techniques including any products, (including herbicides) referred to in this manual; or
(b) the accuracy or otherwise of the costs of any control techniques referred to in this manual.

The fact that any product (including herbicide) is mentioned in this manual does not constitute any form of criticism of any competitor of,
or alternative to, the named product (including herbicide).

It is entirely the responsibility of readers to comply with all manufacturer’s directions and all necessary legislative requirements or permits
when using any form of control technique or product (including herbicide).

Readers are fully responsible for any loss or damage that either the reader, or any third party may incur, as a result of the reader’s use of any
of the control techniques, including products (including herbicides) referred to in this manual. The State accepts no responsibility for any
loss or damage that either the reader, or any third party may incur, as a result of the reader’s use of any of the control techniques, including
products (including herbicides) referred to in this manual.

All costs mentioned in this manual are based on 2006 figures, unless otherwise stated.
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Foreword

Gorse is one of the most invasive and costly weeds in southern Australia.lt is like a green cancer, invading
and infesting pasture, cropping land, plantations, roadsides, urban blocks, river banks, native vegetation
and degraded sites. Currently gorse invades over five states of Australia, covering and making unusable
up to 1 million hectares of land. It has a potential range of over 87 million hectares of Australia.

Gorse imposes an enormous financial burden on land managers. It reduces the carrying capacity of
pasture, is a serious fire hazard, harbours feral animals, degrades native vegetation, carries significant
control costs and has a negative effect on land values. These are just some of the gorse-imposed costs
with which land managers have to cope, and for which the general community ultimately pays.

This is the 2nd edition of the Gorse National Best Practice Manual. It is a fully integrated best practice
document which includes comprehensive instructions for mapping gorse, planning a control program,
undertaking the work and following-up. It is the definitive guide for land managers to inform themselves
about how to plan gorse control and ultimately eradicate gorse from their properties and the Australian
landscape. The manual describes the latest trailed best practice gorse management, with enough detail
in easy-to-understand language to allow land managers to confidently take on eradicating gorse and win.

We are all used to hearing people saying “gorse cannot be eradicated” and using its persistence (gorse
seed is viable for at least 25 years, there can be up to 400 million seeds per hectare in the soil) as an
excuse to do nothing or concentrate on control.

Land managers know it is hard to eradicate gorse, but nonetheless, we also know successful gorse control
and eradication has been demonstrated and is possible. Over the last 3 years many land mangers have used
the best practice manual to not only plan treatment but have started to eradicate Gorse from their lands.

Since the launch of the first Best Practice Manual, Gorse is now being eradicated from Northern NSW
South Eastern South Australia and a major project to eradicate all the Gorse in Western Australia has
started. Significant in-roads have been made into core infestations and road side infestations in Southern
NSW, the Mt Lofty Ranges in SA Tasmania and in Victoria. Many land managers are using best practice
methods and following up with programmed maintenance of the treated sites that are documented in
the best practice manual.



The Gorse National Best Practice Manual contains descriptions of gorse, plus clear instructions for
management methods and their costs, guidelines for preventing the spread of gorse and for undertaking
integrated control on established infestations.

We have included tailored decision support tools so that land managers can make informed decisions
for their own individual situation.There are also 13 gorse control case studies from across Australia.These
real life case studies showcase effective primary control and follow-up methods for successful integrated
gorse control. They demonstrate that gorse control is feasible on commercial grazing properties and in
remnant native vegetation.

The development of the Gorse National Best Practice Manual would not have been possible without
funding by the Australian Government'’s Defeating the Weed Menace program.

Accurate mapping of gorse distribution is a vital part of nationally strategic best practice management.
To facilitate this, we have included the Bureau of Rural Sciences’ new A field guide for surveying and
mapping nationally significant weeds as a CD attachment in the back of the Gorse National Best Practice
Manual. This is an Australian first for Weeds of National Significance manuals, and will give government
and community land managers in all states the tools they need to map gorse consistently.

The responsibility for gorse control lies with managers on both public and private land. Good planning,
cooperation, primary control and follow-up by these managers over the long term is crucial for success
against this invasive weed. This manual will help anyone who manages gorse-infested land to achieve
success. It is the most valuable resource for gorse control at present; | recommend the manual to all land
managers who need to control their gorse.
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